ANNOUNCEMENT AFTER THE PRESS CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY NEC  AT ITS SEAT

ON 22 October 2007 AT 1.10  p.m. 
On 22 October 2007, at 1.10 p.m. another press conference was held at the NEC’s headquarters.

The following NEC’s members participated in the conference:

NEC’S Chairman





Judge Ferdynand Rymarz 

NEC’S Member 





Judge Maria Grzelka


NEC’S Member 





Judge Stanisław Zabłocki





NEC’S Member





Judge Antoni Ryms

Chairman of the National Electoral Commission, Judge Ferdynand Rymarz presented unofficial partial results of the elections in Poland based on the electronic data supplied by 99.5% of the local polling stations. The turnout calculated on the basis of these data was 53.79%. Thus, the following parties would be given seats at the Sejm: Civic Platform – 41.39% of the votes (209 mandates), Law and Justice – 32.16% of the votes (166 mandates), The Left and The Democrats – 13.20% of the votes (53 mandates) and the Polish Peasants’ Party – 8.93% of the  votes (31 mandates).

According to the information obtained from 99.36% of the local electoral commissions, the representatives of the following parties would seat in the Senate: Law and Justice – 39 mandates, Civic Platform – 60 mandates and Włodzimierz Cimoszewicz representing his own electoral committee. 

Next, the NEC’s Chairman informed the press of the content of the letter sent to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Anna Fotyga in which he asked the Minister for help in obtaining the results of the elections from the polling stations abroad including France, Lithuania, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Sweden and Aphganistan and sending them to the Regional Electoral Commission in Warsaw. Otherwise, under the prevailing law, the vote will be regarded as non-existent within 24 hour of the conclusion of the vote.

Further, Judge Stanisław Zabłocki asked the journalists to provide the reliable information to the public and possibly consult the NEC’s experts should they have any legal queries or doubts. As an example of unreliable information, the Judge referred to the news informing the public of the extension of the election silence „by the decision of the NEC”. Judge Zabłocki explained that it was not the decision of the NEC but a natural legal consequence of the independent resolutions which had been adopted by the local electoral commissions. The National Electoral Commission has no influence whatsoever on the decisions of the independent local electoral commissions or the rules laid down in the Elections Act.
Next, Judge Antoni Ryms explained that the parties responsible for the yesterday’s breaks in the vote due to shortage of the ballot cards are in some cases the local electoral commissions, especially the chairmen, who proved themselves to have been unimaginative and irresponsible. In other places, however, the community offices are to blame for the failure to supply the ballot cards from their deposits.  Judge Ryms believes that at the present moment, the electoral commissions are counting the votes and therefore they have been unable to establish the actual facts and, in consequence, the exact causes of the delays. 

Chairman of the National Electoral Commission, Judge Ferdynand Rymarz reminded that in Poland, over 25 thousand local polling stations were appointed and the problems were reported in only 50.  In addition, Chairman Rymarz informed the press that the National Electoral Commission has ensured ballot cards to enable voting at the 80% turnout and that if necessary there are always printing houses on duty to print additional cards. 
In conclusion, the Chairman of the NEC stated that it had been the last press conference today. The subsequent conferences are to be held tomorrow and shall be devoted to the distribution of the mandates. The official announcement of the parliamentary elections in Poland may be expected tomorrow in the afternoon. 

